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“ON FRIENDSHIP” from The Prophet

And a youth said, “Speak to us of Friendship”.
 And he answered, saying:
“Your friend is your needs answered.
He is your field which you sow with love and reap
 with thanksgiving.
And he is your board and your fireside.
For you to come to him with your hunger, and you
 seek him for peace.
When your friend speaks his mind you fear not the “nay”
 in your own mind, nor do you withhold the “ay”.
And when he is silent your heart ceases not to
 listen to his heart;
For without words, in friendship, all thoughts,
 all desires, all expectations are born and
 shared, with joy that is acclaimed.
When you part from your friend, you grieve not;
For that which you love most in him may be clearer
 in his absence, as the mountain to the climber
 is clearer from the plain.
And let there be no purpose in friendship save the
 deepening of the spirit.
For love that seeks aught but the disclosure of
 its own mystery is not love but a net cast
 forth; and only the unprofitable is caught.
And let your best be for your friend.
If he must know the ebb of your tide, let him
 know its flood also.
For what is your friend that you should seek him
 with hours to kill?
Seek him always with hours to live.
For it is his to fill your need, but not your emptiness.
And in the sweetness of friendship let there be
 laughter, and sharing of pleasures.
For in the dew of little things the heart finds
 its morning and is refreshed.”

       ...Kahlil Gibran...

Reader says:   Let us raise our glasses and toast, “To Friendship”.
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THE OBLIGATION OF FRIENDSHIP

You ought to be fine for the sake of the folks who
 THINK you are fine.
If others have faith in you, doubly, you’re bound
 To stick to the line.
It’s not only on you that dishonor descends:
You can’t hurt yourself without hurting your friends.

You ought to be true for the sake of the folks who
 Believe you are true.
You never should stoop to a deed that your friends
 Think you wouldn’t do.
If you’re false to yourself, be the blemish but small,
 You have injured your friends;
You’ve been false to them all.

For friendship, my girl, is a bond between folks
 That is founded on truth:
It believes in the best of the ones that it loves,
 Whether old folks or youth;
And the stem rule it lays down for me and for
 You.
Is to be what our friends THINK we are, through
 And through.

    – Edgar A. Guest –
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WE, THE  GIRL FRIENDS, ARE GRATEFUL

To Thee, O God, we give all praise
That Thou through all the troubled days
Of war has brought us safely through
To plan a better world anew.

In days of horror, nights of fear
That made us doubt the coming years,
For loved ones gone across the seas -
We place our hopes, our trust in Thee.

It was because Thou answered prayers
That through it all, Thou kept the air
Above our land where freedom sings
Free from the curse of death “on wings”.

“Give us this day, our daily bread” —
This was Thy prayer we often said
We would remember in our prayer
The hungry people everywhere.

Grant now that we, the Girl Friends here,
May cast aside our every fear
Of wars and hate, of time to be;

From prejudice, please set us free.
Grant, too, that as we make our plans
We have the guidance of Thy hands;

And may each Girl Friend everywhere
Continue in Thy loving care. Amen.

   – Mildred Holloway –
   Philadelphia Chapter
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“GIRL  FRIENDS” SONG

“Girl Friends” stand for devotion and sincerity.
We aim for noble womanhood of superior quality.

Chorus

“Girl Friends” are true,
Loyal thru and thru;
You may go north
You may go south,
The best friends you’ll meet
Are Girl Friends, no doubt.
May our happiness radiate
O’er the world
Our banner of friendship to all unfurl.
Our deeds proclaim our name to fame,
We come from far and near
With greetings ever dear
We have fun galore,
When our work is o’er.
No matter what, where or when,
We can always depend
On the loyal true devotion of the
“Girl Friends”.

    – Grace Stevens Hobson –
   Philadelphia Chapter
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A REDEDICATION

This is a sacred moment in our program when we pledge ourselves  
anew to the lofty and precious ideals of our beloved “Girl Friends”.  
As we do so, we are surrounded by the spirits of many dear friends who  
are no longer with us, but who, when they were with us, helped to  
make the name of “GIRL FRIEND” stand for... DIGNITY... SERVICE... 
GRACIOUSNESS... and CONVIVIALITY. We are reminded, sadly  
enough, that each year the list grows longer and our remaining  
friendships grow dearer and more precious. This thought alone should  
sober us greatly as we undertake the sacred privilege of RE-  
DEDICATION.

The impact that we make upon our times and society depends entirely 
upon the degree to which we are determined to be loyal to the shining 
principles of “GIRL FRIENDS”. We must remember, that every act,  
good or bad, selfish or otherwise, reflects credit or discredit upon us 
individually, and also upon our organization as a whole. There may be  
those who consider it unimportant to concern ourselves with what others 
think about us, however, we cannot afford the luxury of indulging in 
such irresponsible thoughts as we enter this exciting new age of space 
relationships.

It is incumbent upon us, therefore, to match the scientific miracles of  
this new age with sturdy advances in the sphere of social standards. To 
achieve so lofty an aim, enforces upon each of us a discipline which  
becomes only those who would be QUEENS or LEADERS in the realm  
of humanity.

In this rededication to the sterling obligations of membership in the  
GIRL FRIENDS, we must commit ourselves to all the disciplines  
implied by royalty. First, we must wear with Dignity, the CROWN 
OF PHYSICAL QUEENSHIP.  The Creator has endowed us with the  
physical attributes and charm to be found nowhere else in the animal 
kingdom. Let us then, use with wisdom, and grace, this powerful  
scepter.

Then, there is the CROWN OF MENTAL QUEENSHIP. In the  
catalogue of human achievement, the intelligence of womanhood has left  
an everlasting impression. Never was there a time in modem history  
when the wearing of our queenly CROWN OF INTELLIGENCE was
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more sorely needed than it is today. The democracy of intellectual 
opportunity is more accessible to GIRL FRIENDS and their families,  
now, than ever before.

Finally, there is the CROWN OF SPIRITUAL QUEENSHIP. A world  
that sometimes appears to be on the brink of complete destruction needs  
the spiritual warmth that can be generated only by dedicated women.  
The materialistic dogmas that have darkened eastern Europe and much 
of Asia and part of Africa now cast their shadows toward our beloved  
Nation. Let us combat this darkness by sending forth bright rays from  
our spiritual crown. Let us pass on to succeeding generations the  
vigorous and homely spiritual values bequeathed to us by our own  
parents. To do this victoriously, as we confront the challenge of Godless 
materialism which surrounds us, we must ourselves keep Faith with the 
God of our Fathers.

Thus, in rededicating ourselves to the principles of “GIRL FRIENDS”,  
let us ask our Heavenly Father to cast aside our jealousies and fears,  
pettiness and hate. Free us from prejudice. Please set us free. Grant,  
too, that as we make our plans, we have the guidance of His hands, and  
may each “GIRL FRIEND”, everywhere, continue in His loving care.

– Dottie Townes –
Philadelphia Chapter

“On the occasion of the Trenton Chapter Installation.”
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A COMMEMORATION

No love or friendship can ever cross our path without affecting us in  
some way, forever.

From the words of the immortal John Donne:

“No man is an island entire of itself;
Every man is a piece of the continent,
A part of the main;
If a clod be washed away by the sea,
Europe is the less.

Any man’s death diminishes me,
Because I am involved in mankind:
And therefore, never send to know
For whom the bell tolls;
It tolls for Thee.”

We, who were so profoundly enriched by _______________________, are
diminished by her loss.

_______________________________ went from us too soon.

May we have a moment of silence as we reflect on this beloved  
friendship that we once shared.

– Jacqueline Robinson –
Washington Chapter
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THE  GIRL  FRIENDS’  HYMN

 When Girl Friends get together, whether many or few,
 We disregard the weather, as long as we have you.
 The skies may not be sunny, the rain may try to fall, 
 But as long as we’re together, Girl Friends, one and all.

 Sometimes we have our Boy Friends, to help out with this cry,
 Saying, “Eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow you may die”
 So let us lift our voices, since joy comes from the heart.
 Girl Friends we’ll be ever, ‘til death do us part.

 When Girl Friends go to meeting, like a kiddie store selling joy,
 We celebrate just greeting, for a smile is a priceless toy.
 We have no great ambition for ruling a mighty world.
 But we do have one condition - she must be quite a girl.

 A Girl Friend must have vision or else she cannot see
 All the Beauty that surrounds her, the inner you and me.
 So let us pray for wisdom to see naught but the best.
 Doing as we’d be done by, ‘til God calls us to rest.

 Words and Music
 – Ethel Ramos Harris –
 Pittsburgh Chapter
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A  TRIBUTE  TO  A  DECEASED  GIRL  FRIEND
(Suggested by Springfield Chapter)

Girl Friends enter in a double line; the line separates as they approach  
the casket to form a circle.  All carry a yellow rose and a green candle.   
One Girl Friend carries a larger lighted candle (symbol of the Girl Friend 
Spirit).

Before the ceremony begins, an unlighted green candle should be placed 
near the head of the deceased.

***********

(Pause)
“The ____________Chapter of The Girl Friends, Inc., forms this circle of 

friendship as a tribute to Girl Friend _________________.”

(Pause)
(Take lighted candle and raise candle)
“This glowing candlelight - is - the symbol of the Girl Friend Spirit.”

(Pause)
(Place lighted candle on small table and raise one yellow rose).
“This yellow rose - is the Girl Friend symbol of Friendship.”

Remarks —
“Girl Friend ________________ was the epitome of a Girl Friend in every 

way.  I quote the words of the founder of The Girl Friends, Inc., Eunice 
Shreeves - “What does Girl Friends mean to me?  It means being surrounded 
by warmth, loyalty, happy thoughts, pleasant memories, and the rarest of 
life’s offerings - true friendship.

Girl Friend ____________________ exemplified True Friendship.  She 
was a charter member of the ____________________Chapter of The Girl 
Friends, Inc.  ___________________ served her chapter with genuine 
devotion for _____ years.  Girl Friend ______________was a true Girl 
Friend.  Girl Friend ___________________was a FRIEND.”

(Pause)
“The smile of a friend brings sunshine any season of the year...
The words of a friend are kind words when we need a bit of cheer...

 The thoughts of a friend are warm thoughts that make us happiest...
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The eyes of a friend are understanding and see us at our best...
 The hands of a friend are sure to find some helpful thing to do...
 The heart of a friend is steadfast, always loyal and true.”

 Girl Friends -----------“And, there is no greater gift that God can send  
– (in unison)       Than a very special someone
        We can call, with pride, a FRIEND.”

 Roses are now placed on casket by Girl Friends moving up by twos, first 
two on the right of casket go up, then two from the left of casket go up (al-
ternating right, then left).  By doing this, there should be no collisions.

 When all Girl Friends are back in “The Circle of Friendship”, one Girl 
Friend takes the large lighted candle, symbol of the Girl Friend Spirit, and 
lights the candle of the Girl Friend on her right.  As a Girl Friend receives 
her light, she lights the candle on her right until the circle is completed.  The 
last Girl Friend receiving the light approaches the deceased and lights her 
candle.  This Girl Friend then kneels on the prayer bench for a silent prayer.  
All heads are bowed.  At the end of the silent prayer, the person kneeling 
will make the sign of the cross.  When this sign is made, it is the signal for 
all to softly say:  “AMEN.”

 All exit quietly holding lighted candles.

 Exit in the same order as used to enter.

 See the Formation Diagram on the following page.
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THE  INSTALLATION  CEREMONY

Girl Friends stand.  

Introduction of Inductees .......................President of Sponsoring Chapter 
As her name is called in alphabetical order, each inductee is led to her  

seat by a Sponsoring Chapter member and remains standing.  The  
President of the Incoming Chapter is seated in the front part of the circle 
nearest the National President.

After all inductees have been introduced, the Girl Friends sit and  
inductees remain standing.

Introduction of Nat’l Officers/Past Nat’l Presidents .......Nat’l President

Introduction of Attending Chapters .....................Past National President
Chapter members stand when their chapter is called and then sit.

Inductees sit.

Prayer, We, the Girl Friends, Are Grateful ..........Past National President

Brief History of The Girl Friends, Inc. ................Past National President

The Obligation of Friendship ................................Past National President

Girl Friends stand while candles are lit.
Lighting Ceremony ..................................................... Sponsoring Chapter

Girl Friend Rededication ......................................Past National President

Inductees stand and their candles are lit.
The Girl Friend Pledge ................................................. National President

All extinguish candles.
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Sharing the “Cup of Friendship” .................. ...............................Sponsoring 
Chapter  A glass of wine is given to each Girl Friend and inductee while the  
following poem is being read.  (The National President and the President  
of the Incoming Chapter do not receive an individual glass of wine but  
will drink from the Silver Friendship Cup.)

“On Friendship” from The Prophet. ....................Past National President
At the end of this reading, a toast  “To Friendship” is made by the reader.  All 
drink their wine.  The two Presidents drink a sip from the Silver  Friendship 
Cup.

The Girl Friends’ Hymn ....................................................All Girl Friends

Presentations (The Girl Friends, Inc. publications, gifts, etc.) 
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ORIENTATION  MATERIAL FOR NEW MEMBERS
[For membership use only....not for public disclosure]

The Girl Friends, Inc., if not the oldest, is one of the oldest social organi-
zations of African-American women in the United States.  It was founded in 
New York City in 1927 by Eunice Shreeves, a student at Cheyney Normal 
School for Teachers.  It was her idea to “stay in touch” with her close friends 
while away in college and entering adulthood.  She invited four friends 
to her house to share a “pot of stew”:  Lillie Mae Riddick, also a student 
at Cheyney; Henri and Elnorist Younge, sisters and students at Howard  
University; and Thelma Whittaker, a student at New York’s Wadleigh High 
School.

Lillie suggested that they call the group The Girl Friends, taking the name 
from a popular song of the era.  They selected club colors of apple green and 
emerald green and chose the yellow tea rose as the club flower.

“Soon six more members were included:  Ruth Byrd, Constance “Con-
nye” Cotterell, Rae O. Dudley, Helen Hayes, Anna Small Murphy, and 
Dorothy Spraggins Roarke.  For their chaperone and adviser, they sought 
out Bessye Bearden, a civic leader, newspaper columnist, and mother of 
Romare Bearden, who was to become a celebrated artist.

A year later, Dorothy “Dottie” Townes was granted permission to call 
together, a group in her hometown of Philadelphia.  Soon the chain of 
friendship spread to Baltimore (1930), Boston (1931), New Jersey and New 
Haven (1932).  Dottie suggested that The Girl Friends become a National 
Organization.

Under the leadership of Eunice Shreeves, the first National President, a 
Constitution was adopted, membership guidelines were established, and the 
time was set for an annual meeting.  New York hosted the first Conclave in 
1933 at the home of Connye Cotterell, with a total of 28 attending.

The organization was incorporated in 1938 under the legal guidance of 
Baltimore GF Vivian “Buster” Marshall’s husband, Boy Friend Thurgood 
Marshall, who was to become the first black Justice on the United States 
Supreme Court.

By 2017 the organization grew to 1800 + members in 47 chapters in US 
major cities from coast to coast.
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The organization’s main purpose still remains the same — to promote 
and foster friendship. However, over the years it expanded its mission to 
include charitable and cultural activities. On the local level, each chapter 
sets its own agenda which includes the performance of civic services in its 
community and support of a broad spectrum of local and national causes. 

In 1989, we formed our foundation arm, The Girl Friends, Fund, Inc., a 
501(c)(3) organization which provides scholarships to college students in 
need. 

We support our National Project, which is selected at the National 
Conclave a year in advance of the actual expenditure, and presented at the 
next National Conclave. Historically, our National Project has been a major 
support of such organizations as the UNCF, the NAACP Legal Defense 
Fund and the NAACP. Below is a recap of recent contributions: 

Each spring, usually the last weekend in May, members come together at 
our National Conclave, with the chapters rotating as hostesses in the order of 
their induction. New chapters host Conclave ten years after their induction. 
Each chapter must send a delegate to the National Conclave or pay a $500.00 
fine. The delegates are the only voting members of the organization. At 
Conclave, we renew our vows of friendship and set our agenda. 
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In 2002, The GF Inc. observed its (75th) Diamond Year of Friendship. 
In the elegant surroundings of the Paris Hotel, Las Vegas, Nevada, the 
membership experienced the ambiance of Paris, the spirit of friendship and 
rekindled unforgettable memories. This was the first National Conclave ever 
hosted by National, another historic moment in Girlfriendom, with over 600 
in attendance and the two living charter members, Anna Murphy and Rae 
Dudley, serving as Honorary Chairpersons. 

In late August, the President sends each chapter the National Calendar 
which provides the schedule of: GF activities, the dates for disseminating 
GF materials, deadlines for the return of requested GF information to 
officers and committees, and other GF events. 

Our history is documented in our official magazine, a biennial publication 
called The Chatterbox, which is circulated to members and major libraries 
across the USA. Each chapter submits articles that detail not only chapter 
projects but also personal items about members, their husbands (Boy Friends) 
and families — noting accomplishments, setbacks, marriages, births, deaths, 
etc. In alternate years, we publish The Chatterletter, which also documents 
our history but on a smaller scale. These biennial publications provide a rare 
insight into the day to day life of successful African-Americans over much 
of this century. 

Every five years, we produce a Pictorial Directory which includes 
updated photographs and pertinent information on each member and 
Chapter histories. We also publish a Handbook, updated every six years, 
which contains our Bylaws, rituals, other rules and procedures, historical 
materials, etc. 

The administrative branch of The Girl Friends, Inc. consists of the 
Executive Board and the Advisory Board. The Executive Board is composed 
of six elected officers and four appointed officers. The Past National 
Presidents comprise the Advisory Board. The Vice President is traditionally 
a member of the hostess chapter of the upcoming National Conclave. The 
Chairperson of the Advisory Board is the Immediate Past National President. 

The National President’s Friendship Letter is issued in January proclaiming 
February as Friendship month. Friendly expressions are exchanged between 
chapters and between individual members. 

Good Neighbor Clusters, which are made up of three or four chapters 
in close proximity, are encouraged to hold good neighbor parties and to 
interact in other ways. 

The maximum number of chapters permitted is fifty (50). No more 
than two (2) chapters may be admitted within a five-year period. Chapter 
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membership is limited to a minimum of fifteen (15) members, and a 
maximum of thirty (30) members, exclusive of daughters, transfers, 
members-at-large, members’ emeriti and life members.

National financial obligations include:
Chapter Tax $1025  per chapter
National Project Tax            $10.00 per active member
Per Capita Tax                           $10.00 per active member
Members-at-large and Members Emeriti  $25.00 per member
Life Members             None

Chapter financial obligations are determined by each chapter.

The Librarian/Historian is entrusted with all documents, trophies, awards, 
etc. Some of our historical documents and other materials are housed in the 
Schomburg Library in New York City and the GRM Information Systems 
Services (GRM) in the D.C./Maryland area. 

We have a trademark on our emblem, two interlocking initialed letters, 
“GF”, which is usually worn as a pendant. THE GIRL FRIENDS, INC’s 
EMBLEM was designed by Corrine Blanton, Cincinnati Chapter. The 
pendant must be ordered through the National Treasurer and cannot be 
reproduced without the permission of The Girl Friends, Inc. We have a 
registered trademark ® for our name The Girl Friends®, Incorporated.

Our official logo is:

We strongly encourage members: 
1.  To attend National Conclaves to learn the inter-workings of the  

 organization at the National level and activities of other chapters,  
 visit with old friends and meet new friends, but most of all, to   
 have a good time. 

2.    “To be broadly national and not narrowly local”. 
3.    To support The Girl Friends Fund, Inc. by responding to requests  

 for contributions and by making contributions in memory of   
 deceased Girl Friends and Boy Friends. 

4.    To participate in Good Neighbor Clusters. 
5.    To involve Boy Friends in chapter activities and encourage their  

 regular attendance at the National Conclaves. 

Compiled by Virginia S. Speller, Houston Chapter, 1995
Updated 1998, 2004, 2011, 2017
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A BRIEF HISTORY 
of 

The Girl Friends, Incorporated

The Girl Friends, Inc. is one of the oldest social/civic organizations of 
African-American women in the United States. It was founded during 
the Harlem Renaissance in the year 1927, the year Duke Ellington 
opened for the first time at the Cotton Club in Harlem. It was conceived 
by Eunice Shreeves, a student at Cheyney Normal School for Teachers, 
as a way to “stay in touch” with her close friends while away in college 
and entering adulthood. She invited four friends to her house to share a 
“pot of stew”; Lillie Mac Riddick, also a student at Cheyney; Henri and 
Einorist Younge, sisters and students at Howard University; and Thelma 
Whittaker, a student at New York’s Wadleigh High School.

They called the group The Girl Friends, taking the name from a 
popular song of the era. Six more members were included and Bessie 
Bearden, mother of now-celebrated artist Romare Bearden, became the 
club’s chaperone and adviser.

In 1928 Dorothy “Dottie” Townes started a chapter in Philadelphia. 
The chain of friendship spread to Baltimore in 1930, Boston in 1931, and 
New Jersey and New Haven in 1932. Dottie suggested that The Girl 
Friends become a National Organization. Under the leadership of Eunice 
Shreeves, the first National President, the first Conclave was held in 
1933 in New York City with 28 members in attendance. The organization 
was incorporated in 1938 under the legal guidance of Baltimore Boy 
Friend, Thurgood Marshall.

Girl Friends have served their communities in many capacities; as 
authors, professors, doctors, lawyers, wives, mothers and on and on.

The main focus of the group then and still is “to foster friendship”. 
That bond of friendship has kept this group together throughout these 
____ years. The chain of friendship now includes ______ women in ____ 
chapters in major cities from coast to coast. On this historic day, we will 
embrace our ___________ chapter which will be known as the 
____________________ Chapter of The Girl Friends, Incorporated.
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A REDEDICATION CEREMONY

Leader:     In today’s world, chaotic with strife, polarized by bigotry, 
threatened by economic demise and other decadent 
symbols. Real Friendship is a priceless commodity which 
grows dearer each year.

  To quote our founder, Girl Friend Eunice Shreeves:

  “What does Girl Friends mean to me? It means being 
surrounded by warmth, loyalty, happy thoughts, pleasant 
memories and the rarest of life’s offerings. True 
Friendship.”

  The name “Girl Friends” is symbolic, not of age, but of 
Spirit. Today, let us together renew that Spirit-the shining 
principles of The Girl Friends, Inc.

  (Leader lights the center candle)

  This candle is the symbol of the Girl Friend Spirit. Let us 
rededicate our commitment to the obligations of 
membership by repeating The Girl Friend Pledge.

Members:    I pledge:

   To realize that every act reflects credit or discredit on my 
character.

  To adhere to the highest social standards.
  To be broadly national and not narrowly local in character.
  To strive to make my chapter sound and strong realizing 

that The Girl Friends, Inc. depends upon the reputation 
established by each local chapter.

  (Four candle lighters step forward. After each candle is 
lit, the candle lighter should repeat the symbolism of 
the candle lit.)
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Members: To make the name Girl Friend stand for DIGNITY.

1st Lighter:  (Steps forward, lights candle and says)
  This candle stands for Girl Friend Dignity.

Members:  To make the name Girl Friend stand for SERVICE.

2nd lighter:  (Steps forward, lights candle and says)
  This candle stands for Girl Friend Service.

Members: To  make  the  name  Girl  Friend  stand for
  GRACIOUSNESS.

3rd Lighter:  (Steps forward, lights candle and says)
  This candle stands for the Graciousness of Girl Friends.

Members: To  make  the  name  Girl  Friend  stand  for
  CONVIVIALITY.

4th Lighter:  (Steps forward, lights candle and says)
  This candle stands for the Conviviality of Girl Friends.

Leader:       Thus, we rededicate ourselves to the principles of The 
Girl Friends, Inc. May the Lord grant us the courage to 
carry out our commitments made this day.

Members: Heavenly Father, cast aside our jealousies
  And fears, pettiness and hate.
  Free us from prejudice.
  Please set us free.
  Grant, too, that as we make our plans,
  We have the guidance of His hands.

Leader:      And may each Girl Friend everywhere,
  Continue in His loving care.
  Amen.

Service Arrangement by Elayne B. Bryant
– New Orleans Chapter –




